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The world is in better shape than
most people realize. Day after day, bad
news makes the lead story on TV and
on the top of the front page of a
newspaper, while good news gets only
a passing mention. That's business as
usual for the news media: conflict and disaster, gloom and
doom. Allow me to tell you two good stories:

About 160 parents attended the Annual General Meeting of
the Parent Teacher Association on November 3. The parents
who were candidates for leadership positions spoke with
enthusiasm. They are busy people with heavy responsibilities on
the job and.: me, yet they offered to serve MFS and our
students. N ’e will see even more parents next year. The

teachers prepared students well to sing, dance, and make short
speeches in Cantonese, Mandarin and English. The school hall
was filled with energy. We had a fun afternoon, and left with
more hope and cheerfulness than when we entered.

Just a few ‘days later, on November 7, all the students
gathered in Lai Chi Kok for the annual Sports Day. They all
spent time on the concrete benches, not sitting passively but
cheering, chanting and waving banners for Faith, Truth, Loyalty
or Honesty House. They took turns walking down to the field to
race and jump. Many of the same parents who were at the AGM
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Rev. Michael f. Sloboda, M.
were on the sports field, along with teachers and several retired
teachers, to organize the competitions and to encourage those
competing. The ancient Romans said in Latin, “mens sana in
corpore sano,” meaning “a sound mind in a sound body,” and
the physical activity by students and also by adults that morning
was a refreshing change of pace from being inside a classroom.
Thank God for pleasant weather, not too hot.

There were neither newspaper reporters nor TV cameras
at those events. Those who came were not rich and famous
people. They will not appear on the front cover of any weekly
magazine. Yet ordinary people who work hard and who love
their families are the people who give life to a city or a nation.
Children are not the future of Hong Kong; children are Hong
Kong with a future.

A future? Anyone can talk about problems and repeat bad
news stories about how uncertain and difficult the situation is. In
Catholic teaching, hope is a theological virtue. Along with faith
and love, hope comes from God and makes people shine with a
little bit of the glory of God. Here at the Maryknoll Fathers'
School (Primary Section), we strive to teach students to hope in
themselves and in their future, not just to memorize facts. Some
days this is a big challenge. So | ask our heavenly Father and
our holy patroness, Our Lady of Maryknoll, to grant us healthy
minds and healthy bodies, and to help us grow in hope.
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The NETs, Miss Frances and Miss Finn, taught interactive Phonics
lessons in J1, J2 and J3. This was the NETs first year to teach J3 e
Phonics, which improved continuity for the students. The NETs introduced
four new books into the J1 Shared Reading and continued the Guided
Reading Programme in J2.

J3 was the target year for co-planning and co-teaching. Together the Miss Frances and
the local English teachers (LETs) planned and implemented lessons, based on authentic
language use.

At Key Stage 2, Miss Frances taught J5 Class Reader lessons and Miss Finn taught J4
and J6 Class Reader lessons. The students studied, in detail, one fact and one fiction text per
year.

Other activities included English Corner,
Extra-Curricular Activities, Halloween
competitions, a J1 Halloween party and a J6 &_
interview workshop. The NETs contributed to the —
English Language Environment by appearing on
Campus TV, working with LETs on interactive
display boards and participating in school events.
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