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Supervisor’s Message

Harvard Girl was a best-selling
book in China in 2000. The account by
ne Mr.and Mrs. Liu [%1]] of how they trained

" their daughter to succeed sold millions

of copies. They pushed, encouraged,
disciplined and supervised her to excel in school. Even so, they
were surprised when she was admitted to the most prestigious
university in the USA. If she could do it, can't every boy and girl in
China grow up and enter Harvard?

No, that is not possible. The door is too narrow and the
crowd who want to enter numbers in the millions. I'm happy to be
the supervisor of both sections of the MFS, yet | cannot promise
any mother or father to get their child admitted to Harvard, either
through the front door or through the back door. | cannot look this
or that student in the eyes and say, “I predict you will go to
Harvard University." Likewise, after watching students run and
jump during a Sports Day, | have not yet patted one of them on
the shoulder and said, “A few years from now, after you win a
gold, silver, or even bronze medal in the Olympics, don't forget to
mail me an autographed photo." There are now 7.2 billion people
on Planet Earth. Probably not one of our current students will
become world famous for academic or athletic excellence.

So what? | never dreamed of going to Harvard. | briefly
dreamed of being admitted to M.L.T., the Massachusetts Institute
kof Technology, yet | did not have a chance. Instead, to save

Rev. Michael J. Sloboda, M.M.

money, | went to the University of Missouri-St. Louis, continued to
live with my parents and younger sister 6 km away from campus,
and struggled to get a BS in Physics. | never blamed my parents
for being unable to send me to an Ivy League (historic high class)
university.

The poet Robert Browning wrote, “Ah, but a man's reach
should exceed his grasp, or what's a heaven for?” Maybe | can
reach up and touch something with the tip of one or two fingers,
but it is too high for all five of my fingers to encircle, pull down,
and grasp tightly to myself. Students need to look up and aim
high. Parents, the principal, teachers and staff encourage the
younger generation to stretch themselves as tall as possible. We
love it when the get 100% on an exam or win the race on the
sports track. Success feels like heaven. However, students in
Japan experience “examination hell,” and suffer from too much
pressure.

In our MFS, examinations and athletic competitions are part
of school life. Yet we also stress Truth and Loyalty, moral values,
guidance for life from the Bible and Catholic virtues. We cannot
look at this or that student and predict how much money he will
earn or how famous she will become as an adult. What we can
do is to pray to our heavenly Father and to our Holy patroness,
Qur Lady of Maryknoll, that our students will stretch themselves
to the fullest, without injuring themselves or others by trying to
grab the impossible.
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This year, the NET
Team sadly had to say
goodbye to Miss Finn
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The NETs have focused on textbook adaption to tailor the ﬁT&FJ & rﬂﬁ’l\-ﬁ%%ﬁfﬂ Egé&gﬁ*ﬁlﬁ;é@] ° &

schoo!'s phonics‘curri(?ulum to the needs of our students. We have JAJEEJ% @Jﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂi%&'#‘%ﬂ”ﬁﬁ#ﬂ? KHF {EI%LL

Mabel, whom it has
enjoyed co-teaching with the local teachers in Key Stage One. It has

been a pleasure to work
with.

also been my pleasure to work closely with the J3 local teachers for BEEY - BIRENEIATAORY - 1Y MEREXELE
weekly Co-Teach lessons, which the students enjoyed very much. As

well as Class Reader Lessons at Key Stage Two, the NETs have also n%fiékgiﬁiﬂ 2P EE*&%E*[]ZE*&HJJ n%fi#%@. iﬁﬁzi
been involved in various extra-curricular activities. \We enjoy having *ﬁ&iiﬁ)‘j *ﬁ ;Iéiiﬁ y %fﬁ 5,\5 E E]%QEEI& @ EREE EE

the opportunity to interact with the students outside a classroom

atmosphere and to improve the English language environment in the - MBREEIHRES BTR2FERE4ZE 15|
school. JE S -

I'd like to thank everyone at the school, especially the students,
who have helped make this another rewarding year.

Best wishes,

Miss Frances

Mabel Chan

Greetings! | have thoroughly enjoyed my first
year here at Maryknoll Fathers' School and the
students have been a joy to teach. | have taught Class
Reader to J.4 and J.8, incorporating many activities to
create a fun environment enabling students to enjoy
" their English Lessons. | have also taught Phonics to

J.1  J.3 students. These lessons have been very

dynamic and fun. For the English Ambassadors (Extra-

curricular Activity) | conducted a drama with a mix of

J.5 and J.6 students. | feel this programme really
motivated and encouraged students who were not
confident with their spoken English. The drama was a success and
the student pen‘or{ne excellenll}y I'm very proud of them!
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