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In September | was happy to
see familiar faces among the F1
classes on the secondary campus. In
May, eight months later, | asked a
young woman without warning, “Do you still
t hink about your primary campus?” She answered, “Of
course.” From her smile, | don’t think she was telling me what |
wanted to hear. She looked like she had happy memories of
those six years, and she also seems to be enjoying her time on
the secondary campus of our school. Due to the heavy pressure
of school work in HK, and everywhere else in East Asia,
enjoyment has its limits. Even so, she is one of many students
who are doing well after deciding to continue in MFS secondary
section.
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We have moved from a SMC, School Management
Committee, to an IMC, Incorporated Management Committee. |
thank the new volunteer school managers. The transition involved
auditing the books for financial irregularity, and also stock taking,
going from front gate of the campus to the back wall, from G/F to
the roof, and putting bar codes on every chair, desk, computer
and cabinet. Inventory involved many hours of overtime work
from each the teacher and they were tired when it ended. | thank
them for their effort during several intense weeks. We passed in
great shape. Over the years, a few volleyballs went missing,
probably ruined and tossed out without anyone making a note,
plus a library book or two, but nothing worse.

My first experience with inventory came in a part-time job
during the summer of 1974. Two cars drove 20, 50 and one time
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200 km to a supermarket, arriving as they were closing for the
day. Then 9 or 10 of us every counted everything on the shelves,
for example: | looked at certain sized cans of soup for 4 or 5
seconds, then entered 137 x 39 cents US, to get a value which
was automatically added to the running total. We held calculators
which weighed several times more than today's mobile phone,
but which could not even dial a phone number, let alone take a
photo. There were no bar codes, no internet in the old days. In
today's terms, we were techno-dinosaurs. Yet we did our job
quickly and accurately. If the total value of everything in the store
was much lower than what the store manager had told his
corporate headquarters, he was in trouble. After we finished
taking stock, people sometimes got terminated, or even went to
prison. Some people in the USA are not honest.

Later my kid sister married a man who sold electronic
burglar alarms and motion sensors. | told him, “If the world was a
better place, you would be out of a job.” He instantly replied, “If
the world was a better place, we would not need any priests
either.” True!

Hong Kong is one of the safest cities in the world, but even
here we have to lock our doors. Police, CCTV cameras and also
burglar alarms are essential for our well-being. Better still is virtue
and self-control. The motto of our school is Truth and Loyalty.
Honest people do not steal, and loyal students do not desert their
friends.

Enjoy your summer. If you travel on holiday, have a safe trip
and be sure to make a photo copy of your passport and HK ID
card. God bless!
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