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Loyalty and Friendship

Michael J. Sloboda, M.M.

| read a sad story recently. A girl in HK invited a classmate to her apartment, and the two
young ladies had a lively conversation. Afterwards the mother asked what they were discussing.
The primary student replied, “Homework.” Her mother was horrified, “Don't ever do that again! You
will teach her a few things, and then she will do better on the next exam. | want YOU to be No.1 in
the class, not her!” Word got around the class that the formerly helpful student was no longer
discussing homework, so her classmates went to other apartments instead. Then her mother
wondered why her daughter was lonely. Luckily, the school social worker explained the situation to
them.

The woman's first mistake was to assume that a classmate, any classmate, was too dumb to
teach her little genius anything. No student, however intelligent, has all the answers. Children learn much from each other.
Sometimes students and adults exchange misinformation and give each other bad advice, but overall it's better to ask a friend
questions and to share ideas. In ancient Greece, Homer said, “Two heads are better than one.”

The second mistake is to assume that life is competition, competition and more competition. An ad for a kindergarten
recently made that point. It showed a crying child, with the caption: “You may not be interested in competition, but competition is
interested in you.” Parents are already afraid of academic competition. Why make them more scared? To recruit more students.
Without any competition, students can become lazy, but too much of a good thing is not a good thing. A moderate amount of
competition is better than complacency. In the modern world, people seldom compete in moderation.

Cooperation is also part of life. Students play games and have fun together. MFS trains students to sing, dance or chase a
ball, not one by one but as part of a group. Learning how to be a team player is important preparation for adulthood. A company
does not want to hire workers, no matter how intelligent, if they cannot cooperate in the office.

Brothers and sisters have their arguments, but they slowly learn to love and respect each other. (I know. | have one
younger sister. We speak on the phone every week. At this stage in life, we are good friends.) An only child is at risk of
becoming a Little Emperor or a Little Empress, so our teachers encourage them to share, to listen, and to think of each other's
needs.

There are limits to friendship. For example, classmates should not pass answers to each other during an exam. Adults
should not use loyalty to a friend as an excuse to lie to the police about a criminal matter. Yet within those limits, loyalty adds
richness to life, a richness which cannot be measure in HK$, US$, Euros or Renminbi (A 1#). In the Bible, Sirach 6:4-15 says,

“Afaithful friend is a sturdy shelter; whoever finds one finds a treasure. A faithful friend is beyond price; no sum can balance his
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This year has seen the Native English-speaking Teachers (NETs) teaching
across all year groups as well as interacting with the students in more informal
settings.

Miss Frances:

In Junior (J.)1 and J.2, | focused on developing and implementing our new
school-based phonics programme, which will be extended to all of Key Stage One (J.1-
J.3) next year. Our goal is to give all students a solid understanding of letter-sound
relationships and letter patterns to help them develop their reading and writing skills.

In J.3, our emphasis was on maintaining and increasing good co-teaching
practices between the NET and local English teachers to develop and personalize the
General English curriculum. The lessons were designed to provide students with
practice of authentic English in both their speaking and writing.

At Key Stage 2, | taught J.5 Class Reader lessons. The students developed
their reading and writing skills by studying one fiction and one non-fiction text in depth.
They learned some short stories from different countries around the world and studied
the impact of global warming on our society.
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NET Scheme Summary for 2014-2015

Miss Genevieve:

In J.2, | taught Guided Reading and focused on building student's confidence in
reading. My goal was to make sure that students were comfortable reading silently, able
to discuss the book, and read out loud. Students were also encouraged to think of
alternate endings for certain books.

In J.3, we delivered out the Phonics Smart program. By combining various
teaching techniques and creating a fun environment, students were able to recognize
sounds of letters and have a solid understanding of the relationship of letters and their
sounds.

At Key Stage 2, | taught J.4 and J.6 Class Reader lessons. The students
developed their reading and writing skills by studying one fiction and one non-fiction text
in depth. The students from J.6 had focused on a classic as their fiction novel; A
Christmas Carol, and travelled across the world while reading the non-fiction text,
Wonders of the World. Students from J.4 laughed along with the fiction text, Tale
Twisters and learned about food from the non-fiction text, Food. Students were
encouraged to think creatively and work together in groups.

Other activities organised by the NETs included English Corner four times a
week, Extra-Curricular Activities, Halloween competitions, a J1 Halloween party and a J6
interview workshop. The NETs contributed to the English language environment of the
school by appearing on Campus TV, creating interactive display boards and participating

in school events.
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