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Hong Kong is one of the greatest cities in the world. How objective
is that sentence? I've lived in Hong Kong almost 15 of the past 21 years,
and | hope to spend many more years here. Maybe people will accuse
me of being biased in favour of my new home. However, many tourists
from around the world come to St. Anne's Church in Stanley. They tell me
they are impressed by the good public transport system, clean streets,
people who queue patiently for a bus or MTR, a variety of buildings and
restaurants, and the scenic mountains and sea. They feel safe here, often
safer than in their city of origin. No place on earth is perfect. Sometimes
we need to respond to this or that weak point, and sometimes objective
outsiders remind us of the positive aspects of our situation.

Children are the future of Hong Kong. How accurate is that
sentence? It is true, as far as it goes. Planning for the future is important,
and children need moral and academic education to prepare themselves
for a competitive adult life. Yet there is an old Catholic phrase, “the grace
of the present moment.” Sometimes we are painfully aware of yesterday's
mistakes or overly worried about tomorrow's challenges. The present
moment is a gift from God. In English, the word “present” means both
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“now” and “gift.” Our school has a large campus with open space and
flowers for the students to enjoy today, not 15 or 20 years from now.
Being aware of the blessings we enjoy today, “the grace of the present
moment," is good for all of us, young or old, and gives us hope for
tomorrow. The opening sentence of this paragraph might be more
accurately reworded: Children are Hong Kong with a future.

Parents are important to their children. How important? When an
infant or child is baptized in the Catholic Church, there is also a prayer for
the parents, since they “are the first teachers of their child in the ways of
faith. May they also be the best of teachers, by what they say and do...”
Whether it's religion, ethics, manners, or general outlook on life, parents
are the first and most important teachers. Our school administration,
teachers, staff, and alumni are here to help parents.

| ask our Heavenly Father and Our Lady of Maryknoll, our school's
patroness, to bless us and help us see and feel the blessings we already
enjoy today.

Fr. Michael J. Sloboda, M.M.
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