Messaae from the Supervisor

As we come to the end of the 2012-13 school year, we thank God
for a safe city. Hong Kong is different from several dangerous places
in the world. Both of our campuses remain safe, and most students
are happy. A few of them were injured in accidents after schools
hours, and returned to class on crutches, yet | noticed their
classmates helping them. No one pointed at them or laughed at
them for their temporary misfortune.

When St. Paul was older, he encouraged younger St. Timothy to
assume big responsibilities. He prayed that his understudy would not
be fearful but would instead become the “strong, loving and wise,”
leader of a local church [2 Tim 2:17]. As the boys and girls in our
care become teenagers and move toward adulthood, our principals,
teachers and staff join the parents to encourage, guide and correct
them. The need for high exam scores produces stress and consumes
much of the students' time, yet at MFS we do not lose sight of truth
and loyalty, and the need to form young people who have integrity.

In west Africa, people say “It takes a village to raise a child.” In a
traditional society, uncles and aunts lived nearby, able and willing to
keep an eye on children, while friendly neighbors knew all the young
people who walked by every day. Maybe a few villages in NT were like
that until recently, but in Kowloon everyone spends most of the day
indoors .and grows up surrounded by high rises and strangers.
Today's students have fewer uncles and aunts than their parents
had. So the role of the PTA is more important in the 21st Century
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than it was in the 20th. By sharing observations, advice and even an
occasional critical insight, PTA members help one another raise the
upcoming generation of strong, loving and wise citizens. | thank you
for volunteering your time at activities such as Sports Day.

Students also need to learn to reflect. They need practice
evaluating what people say to them. There's an old, sad story of a
prince who did not take his education seriously. Even worse, he never
learned how to reflect. He followed the easy way of listening to only
half the story and coming to a conclusion. When he became king,
everyone wanted access to his ear, since they knew his opinion on
any issue was the opinion of the last person who spoke to him about
it. His rule ended in disaster for his dynasty and his country.

A century ago, the warning was, “Don't believe everything you
read in the newspaper.” Today, it's “Don't believe everything you see
on a computer screen.” Someone compared surfing the Internet to
“crossing an ocean of information to find an island of truth.” PTA
members and other adults can set a good example for our students
by saying things like, “Let me think about this. | don't want to jump to
conclusions. What are some of the factors we have to consider? How
reliable is the evidence?” By getting into the good habits of reflection
and self-reflection, we can set an even better example for the next
generation.
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