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Protection Provisions
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A specified professional does not incur any civil or criminal liability only by making a

report, and must not be held to have breached any code of professional conduct or
ethics, or to have departed from any accepted standards of professional conduct
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Implementation of Support Measures
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¢ Enhance professional support for abused children and their families

¢ Develop the Mandated Reporter Guide

¢ Provide training for professionals

¢ Increase the number of emergency residential child care service places
e Strengthen publicity and promotion of child protection
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Child Protection Website of Heart and Hut F&E{T-[Eity
Online Training the Commission on Children Facebook of 1RERETE
the Social Welfare Department “Let's TALK.”
Child Protection Campaign of
Hong Kong Police Force
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Ordinance
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e The implementation of mandatory reporting regime marks a significant milestone in
child protection

e 25 categories of specified professionals from the social welfare, education and
healthcare sectors are legally obligated to report suspected serious child abuse cases

e The aim is to enable early detection and intervention in serious child abuse cases,
thus creating a wide and effective protection web for children
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25 categories of
specified professionals
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Child care workers/supervisors, social workers,
and superintendents of residential child care service units
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Registered teachers/permitted teachers of specified schools,

wardens of boarding schools, teaching staff/principal of the Youth College of
the Vocational Training Council, teachers/principals of government schools
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Pharmacists, dentists, dental hygienists, medical practitioners, midwives,
nurses, medical laboratory technologists, occupational therapists,
optometrists, radiographers, physiotherapists, chiropractors,

Chinese medicine practitioners, audiologists, clinical psychologists,
dietitians, educational psychologists, and speech therapists
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A specified professional who contravenes the Ordinance, or any person who inhibits/obstructs a
specified professional from making a report, or discloses the identity of a specified professional
who has made a report, is liable to a fine of $50,000, or a fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for 3
months
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Persons below the age of 18 years
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A reasonable ground to suspect that a child is suffering serious harm or is at real risk of suffering
serious harm comes to the notice during the course of work
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The following situations are exempt:

e The serious harm was caused solely by an accident that was not caused by the neglect of a
responsible person of the child

e The serious harm was caused solely by the child himself or herself

e The serious harm was caused solely by any other child (otherwise than caused by any act of a
sexual nature)

e An authority had informed the specified professional of the same, or substantially the same,
serious harm or real risk

¢ The specified professional had made a report of the same, or substantially the same, serious
harm or real risk

¢ Another specified professional had made a report of the same, or substantially the same,
serious harm or real risk



